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HOUSE RESCLUTI ON

WHEREAS, The availability of effective antibiotics over
the |ast 6 decades has transforned bacterial infections from

life-threatening scourges to easily treatable conditions; and

VHEREAS, The use and m suse of anti biotics has been shown

to pronote the spread of antibiotic-resistant bacteria; and

WHEREAS, |Infections caused by resistant bacteria are nore
difficult or inpossible to treat; resistance also increases
the rate at which such bacteria are transmtted to humans;

and

WHEREAS, The risk for contracting an antibiotic-resistant
infection is highest for <children, the elderly, hospital
patients, t ranspl ant reci pi ents, peopl e under goi ng
chenot herapy, H'V positive individuals, and others whose

i mmune systens nmay be depressed; and

WHEREAS, Antibiotic-resistant bacteria costs the United
States at least $4 billion to $5 billion annually, according
to a recent article published by the Institute of Mdicine;

and

VWHEREAS, The W rld Health Oganization, the American
Public Health Association, the Institute of Medicine of the
Nat i onal Acadeny of Sciences, the Centers for D sease Contro
and Prevention (CDC), the Food and Drug Adm ni stration (FDA)
and ot her nedical and public health authorities acknow edge
that antibiotic-resistant bacterial pathogens constitute an

i ncreasingly grave public health crisis; and

WHEREAS, According to the Union of Concerned Scientists
of Canbridge, Massachusetts, approximately 10 tinmes nore
antibiotics by volunme are used in American agriculture than
are used for treating sick humans; an estimated 93% which

equals 24.5 mllion pounds, of antibiotics used in


SOLIMAR DFAULT BILLS NONE


g »» W N P

© 00 ~N O

10
11

12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19
20
21
22

23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32

-2- LRB9216826AGTD

agriculture each year are used not to treat sick animls but
rather are given to healthy beef cattle, swine, and poultry
wi t hout prescription or veterinary supervi si on for
non-therapeutic reasons, including growh pronotion and

di sease prevention; and

WHEREAS, The mgjority of antibiotics wused in raising
livestock and poultry, by the sane estimates, are identical
or nearly identical to the antibiotics relied on by health
care providers to treat sick people; the effectiveness of
antibiotics wused to treat both sick humans and sick ani mals

is being conprom sed; and

VWHEREAS, The Anerican Medi cal Associ ati on opposes the use
of nedically inportant antibiotics in agriculture at
non-therapeutic levels; any delay in reducing agricultural
antibiotic use in the United States will only heighten the
public health risk given that continued unnecessary use of
antibiotics Wil | pr onot e further devel opnent of

drug-resi stant bacteria; and

WHEREAS, The European Union has already restricted the
use of many nedically inportant antibiotics in agriculture
and has continued to raise food aninmals successfully and

cost-effectively; and

WHEREAS, This is a national health issue and it is
appropriate that governnent action [imting the unnecessary
use of antibiotics in agriculture should be undertaken at the
federal level to create a uniformpolicy to be applied to al

states; therefore, be it

RESCLVED, BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
NI NETY- SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ILLINO S, that
we strongly urge the Food and Drug Admnistration to
imedi ately take steps to elimnate the use of nedically

inportant antibiotics at non-therapeutic |evels in aninal
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agriculture and aquaculture and to limt all |livestock and
poultry antibiotic use to those uses authorized by veterinary
prescription and under veterinary supervision; and be it

further

RESOLVED, That suitable copies of this resolution be
presented to the Food and Drug Adm ni stration and the nenbers

of the Illinois congressional del egation.
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